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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2013 main season rice production forecast at a 
record level 

 Average rice exports forecast in 2013 

 Domestic prices of rice declining and at low levels 

 Overall food security in the country is satisfactory 

2013 main season rice production forecast 
at a record level 

Harvesting of the 2013 main season paddy crop, which 
accounts for over 70 percent of the aggregate production, 
began in early October and is expected to last until January. 
The monsoon season rains, between May and August, were 
above-average in the northeastern region of the country which 
accounts for over 50 percent of the main season rice 
plantings. The rest of the country experienced generally 
average rains during the same period. A succession of tropical 
storms resulted in localized floods from late September, 
particularly in northeast and central parts of the country. 
However, the impact on the rice crop was minimal. The Office 
of Agricultural Economics (OAE) forecasts the 2013 main 
season paddy production at 27.6 million tonnes, some 
2 percent above the previous year’s record harvest of the 
corresponding season. The increase mainly reflects generally 
favourable monsoon rains and the government support to the 
sector. The 2013 aggregate paddy production, including 
FAO’s forecast output of the next 2013/14 secondary season, 
is tentatively forecast at 38 million tonnes, some 4 percent 
higher than the above-average crop in 2012. 
Harvesting of the 2013 maize crop was completed by mid-
September. Latest official estimates point to a crop of 5 million 
tonnes, similar to last year’s bumper output. 

Average rice exports forecast in 2013 
In 2013 marketing year (January/December) rice exports are 
forecast to increase from last year’s reduced levels and 
remain at average level of the past five years at 8.5 million 
tonnes. The recovery mainly reflects the near-record 
production this year. The country does not produce wheat 
hence entire quantity (about 2 million tonnes) is imported. 

Domestic prices of rice declining and at low 
levels 
Domestic rice prices decreased slightly in October, with the 
start of the 2013 main season harvest and continuous sales of 
old-crop stocks by farmers. Overall, domestic rice prices were 
below their levels a year earlier after marked declines in the 
previous months following export prices trends.  
 
The overall food security situation in the country is 
satisfactory. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

 


